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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 8, 10, 18 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Seachman et al(5,790,21 1) in view of Shibahara et al(200 1/0028475). 

The patent to Seachman et al teaches the structure of an imaging device as claimed 
including a platen 4 having a surface upon which an original document 5 is placed, a light source 
2 located on a side of the plate opposite the surface upon which the original document is placed, 
and a platen cover 6 for covering the document during the document scanning operation, wherein 
the platen cover 6 comprises a substrate 7 having a dark color surface 8 facing the surface of the 
platen 4. See Fig. 1 and column 3, lines 9-23 in Seachman et al for details. However, Seachman 
et al do not teach to use a fluorescent coating on the platen cover wherein the fluorescent coating 
fluoresces or emits light in response to exposure to a light source. Shibahara et al teach in a 
similar imaging device the conventional use of a transparent fluorescent coating for producing 
infrared fluorescence in response to a light source provided on the sheet pushing surface of a 
platen cover. See paragraph [0013] in Shibahara et al for example. In view of the teaching of 
Shibahara et al, it would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art to provide 
the platen cover of Seachman et al, with a fluorescent coating for producing infrared 



Application/Control Number: 09/683,536 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2854 

fluorescence in response to a light source in order to achieve higher light reflectance and to 
improve printing quality. With respect to claim 20, since the imaging device of Seachman et al 
is the same type as that of the present invention, it follows that the broadly recited photoreceptor 
upon which an electrostatic latent image is to be formed and one or more developing stations for 
developing the electrostatic latent image are inherent structural components of the imaging 
device of Seachman et al. 

Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Seachman et al in view of Shibahara et al as applied to claims 1 and 21 above, and further in 
view of Thomson et al(4 5 9 1 6,483). Seachman et al, as modified by Washio et al teach all that is 
claimed except for the platen cover being made of a plastic material. Thomson et al teach in a 
similar imaging device the use of a platen cover made of a plastic material. See column 3, lines 
41-53 in Thomson et al for example. It would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill 
in the art to provide the platen cover of Seachman et al, as modified by Shibahara et al made of a 
plastic material through injection molding as taught by Thomson et al for the ease of 
manufacture. 

Claims 4 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Seachman et al in view of Shibahara et al and Thomson et al as applied to claims 3 and 1 3 above, 
and further in view of Deneau(4, 157,4 12). The applied prior art teach all that is claimed except 
that the type of pigment for forming the dark color platen cover surface is not disclosed. Deneau 
teaches the use of well known carbon black as a pigment of a dark color. See column 4, lines 1 7- 
26 in Deneau for example. In view of the teaching of Deneau, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to provide the platen cover of Seachman et al, as modified by the 
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applied prior art with carbon black as the pigment choice to form the dark color surface of the 
platen cover. 

Claims 5-7 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Seachman et al in view of Shibahara et al as applied to claims 1 and 2 1 above, and further in 
view of Hayashi et al(6,840,647). Seachman et al, as modified by Shibahara et al, teach all that 
is claimed except that the material used for the light-emitting fluorescent coating is not disclosed. 
Hayashi et al teach in a light device having a liquid crystal polymer film the conventional use of 
a light-emitting polymer of a polyvynylenphenylene or derivatives containing a fluorescent 
pigment. See Table 1 in column 20 of Hayashi et al for example. It would have been obvious to 
those having ordinary skill in the art to provide the platen cover of Seachman et al, as modified 
by Shibahara et al, with a light-emitting polymer coating containing the fluorescent pigment as 
taught by Hayashi et al in order to achieve the high light reflectance effect as desired. 

Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Seachman et al in view of Shibahara et al as applied to claims 1 and 21 above, and further in 
view of Tuhro(5, 01 7,963). Seachman et al, as modified by Shibahara et al teach all that is 
claimed except for the substrate includes a regular pattern of white color spots. Tuhro teaches in 
a similar imaging device including a platen cover 350 having a surface 352 which is provided 
with a printed pattern containing white color spots. See Fig. 4B and column 6, lines 27-36 in 
Tuhro for example. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
platen cover surface of Seachman et al, as modified by Shibahara et al with the fluorescent 
coating and a printed pattern containing white color spots as taught by Tuhro since Shibahara et 
al do teach to cover the platen cover surface with a transparent fluorescent coating. 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ren L. Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on 571-272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ren L Yan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 
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Oct. 6, 2005 



